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Advice and Guidance for Parents and Childminders
Dear Parents
I am writing to you to offer the latest information advice and guidance on best practice for childminders when dropping off or collecting children from school.
Your school is planning to reopen fully from September and has devised a protective bubble strategy where groups of children are kept together throughout the day and contact with others from outside the group is kept to an absolute minimum to lessen any risk of infection.
We recognise that this approach presents many challenges for schools, particularly for clubs that would normally offer support across year groups, where parents are using multiple providers, or where childminders are picking up and dropping off pupils. Your school has carefully considered how this provision will work alongside their wider protective measures, including keeping children within their year groups or bubbles where possible. This protective bubble strategy is designed to keep the risk of cross infection to a minimum and exposing children to more than one bubble and to children in other bubbles increases the potential for infection. This means that in the event of a confirmed case of COVID-19, all bubbles that had contact with the infected person would need to self isolate, resulting in larger numbers of children being absent from school.
Our advice is to keep the number of different childcare providers you use to an absolute minimum. This could be a childminder or other after school provision. You should also seek assurances from the childminder or other care provider that they have robust risk assessments in place alongside other protective measures. This will help to ensure that any risk is carefully assessed and managed to safeguard the health and well being of all children in their care.
If you use a childminder or other childcare provision, you should ensure that the school is aware of these arrangements. This will help the school to manage drop off and pick up times as efficiently as possible, minimising any risk to your child or to others. If you have any further questions, then please contact your child’s school who will be happy to answer any concerns you may have.
The Edulog Team
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