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24.1.22
Coronavirus Update
Dear Parents and Carers
The removal of Plan B measures and the return to Plan A will be welcomed by some and may cause concern for others. COVID-19 continues to be a virus that we learn to live with and the imperative to reduce the disruption to children and young people’s education remains. Our priority is to deliver face-to-face, high-quality education to all pupils. The evidence is clear that being out of education causes significant harm to educational attainment, life chances, mental and physical health. In outbreak situations, additional measures may be advised.
This means that while infection rates are high, there is a possibility that a class/year group could have to close for a short period of time and the children access on-line learning. This will only happen as a very last resort but circumstances could dictate that we have no option but to do this.
Testing and self isolation
I want to take this opportunity to remind you of the current testing and self-isolation guidance.         Cases: Any pupil or staff member with new Covid-19 symptoms should arrange PCR testing and not attend the school site.                                                                                                           Anyone who DOES NOT have any symptoms of Covid-19 but tests positive on an LFD test does not need to get a follow-up PCR test. They must register their LFD test on the Government website and self-isolate immediately. Please note that anyone who needs to claim the £500 support payment will still need a PCR test.
Self-isolation advice for people who have tested positive for Covid-19 has changed. It is now possible to end self-isolation after 5 days, following 2 negative LFD tests taken 24 hours apart. Those who have 2 consecutive negative tests on day 5 and 6 can return to work or school as long as they do not have a temperature.
If LFD tests are still positive on day 10, Public Health Doncaster is advising locally that the person should continue to isolate and take a daily LFD test, if a negative test is received on days 11, 12, 13 or 14, the person can return to school. If your LFD test is still positive on day 14, you can stop isolating the following day.
Close contacts: for close contacts, including household contacts of someone who has tested positive:                 Vaccinated persons and children - Any persons aged under 18 years and 6 months and those fully vaccinated are strongly advised to take an LFD test every day for 7 days and continue to attend their setting as normal, unless they have a positive test result. This daily test should be completed before the person leaves the household for the first time that day. If any of these test results are positive, the person should self-isolate. Our local advice is that if you are a close contact and cannot get hold of an LFD test to test daily please isolate.
People who are not fully vaccinated - Any adults who not fully vaccinated and living in the same household as someone with Covid-19 are legally required to stay at home and self-isolate. Fully vaccinated is defined as 14 days after having received 2 doses of an approved vaccine. This applies only to people ages 18 years and 6 months or above.
Prevention measures
A number of measures remain in place including twice weekly LFD testing, hand hygiene, ventilation and cleaning regimes. Schools are not expected to operate a bubble system or complete contact tracing in most situations.
Effective ventilation continues to be key in preventing and reducing the impact of an outbreak of COVID-19.
LFD (asymptomatic) testing – School staff, secondary aged pupils and household members of any school age child should continue with twice weekly home testing. LFD testing is most effective at identifying people with the virus when they are at their most infectious period. It is really important that LFD test results are reported online. This enables Public Health to effectively monitor and track case rates and situations within school settings and the wider community.
Please contact school if you have any queries relating to the current guidance; admin@littlemoor.com  or 01302 701353.
Kind regards,
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Carol Ann Turner
Head Teacher
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Charlotte Leigh Assistant Head Teacher
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